
Adult Dogs 
(>20 weeks old)

Puppies 
(4-20 weeks old)

Where to 
Administer

NotesVaccine

Vaccination Recommendations for Shelter Dogs

Repeat in one year and 
every 3 years thereafter.

Repeat intranasal 
vaccination every year. 

Some intranasal products 
may also contain canine 
adenovirus-2.

Intranasal products are 
live vaccines and cannot 
be given by other routes; 
serious complications may 
occur.

Oral and injectable products 
are not recommended. 

Administration of rabies 
vaccine is directed by state 
or local law.

Subcutaneous, 
right forelimb

Intranasal

Subcutaneous, 
right hind limb

Administer one dose 
at or prior to intake. 
Administer additional 
doses every 2-3 
weeks until the puppy 
is 20 weeks old.

Administer one dose 
at or prior to intake. 
(May be administered 
as early as 3 weeks of 
age.)

Administer one dose 
at legal age (>12 
weeks) either on 
intake or prior to exit.

Administer one dose 
at or prior to intake. 
Administer a second 
dose 2-3 weeks 
later.

Administer one dose 
at or prior to intake.

Administer one dose 
either on intake or 
prior to exit.

Recombinant or 
modified-live Canine 
Distemper Virus, 
Adenovirus-2 and 
Parvovirus (DA2P)

Intranasal Bordetella 
bronchiseptica  
+ Canine 
Parainfluenza Virus

Rabies

 ●  



When to Vaccinate Cats Quick Reference 

Vaccine Adult Cats 
(>20 weeks old) 

Kittens 
(4-20 weeks old) 

Where to 
Administer 

Route 

FVRCP Administer one dose 
at intake. Administer a 
second dose 2 to 3 
weeks later. 

Administer one dose at 
intake. Administer 
additional doses once 
every 2 to 3 weeks until 
the kitten is 16 to 20 
weeks old 

Right forelimb for 
injection; nose for 
intranasal 

 Subcutaneous recommended for  
 initial vaccine in the shelter and for  
 kittens 4 weeks and older to protect 
 against panleukopenia 

 Intranasal FVRCP vaccines may be 
 given simultaneously and/or  
 additionally used for upper  
 respiratory virus protection 

Rabies Administer one dose, 
usually on exit. Some 
long-term facilities 
administer on entry. 

Administer one dose at 
legal age (>12 weeks), 
usually on exit. Some 
long-term facilities 
administer on entry. 

Right rear limb Subcutaneous 

ASPCApro.org 



WhoParasite When Notes

General Parasite Control Recommendations for 
Shelter Dogs and Cats

Zoonotic

Common treatment options include pyrantel pamoate, fenbendazole, and 
ivermectin.

External parasites can transmit infectious diseases to animals and people.

A variety of topical and oral products are available; many products include 
treatment for additional internal or external parasites.

Most effective treatment options include ponazuril and toltrazuril.

Animals should be bathed at end of treatment course to prevent re-infection.

Monthly topical or oral products are available, along with a 6-month 
injectable product; many products include treatment for additional internal 
or external parasites.

All preventives are safe to administer to dogs with heartworm infection.

Prophylactic treatment not recommended.

Combination therapy with fenbendazole and metronidazole most effective.

Animals should be bathed at end of treatment course to prevent re-infection.

Common treatment options include fenbendazole, milbemycin, and 
moxidectin.

Multiple treatments may be required to clear infection.

Flea treatment must be included in treatment course.

Tapeworms do not cause clinical disease in otherwise healthy dogs and cats.

Tapeworm species found in dogs and cats are not zoonotic.

On intake, repeat 
in 2 weeks

On intake or 
when evidence of 
infestation is found

On intake 
in endemic 
populations

On intake, repeat 
monthly

Upon diagnosis

Giardia spp.

Whipworms

Tapeworms

All dogs, cats, 
puppies, and kittens 
2 weeks of age and 
older

All dogs, cats, 
puppies, and kittens

Puppies and kittens

All dogs and cats 8 
weeks of age and 
older

All dogs, cats, 
puppies, and kittens

Hookworms and 
roundworms

Fleas and ticks

Coccidia spp.

Heartworms

Other parasites



Accelerated 
Hydrogen 
Peroxide

Potassium
Peroxymono-
sulfate

Quaternary
Ammonium 
Compounds
(Quats)

Calcium 
Hypochlorite

Regular 
Household 
Bleach*
(Sodium Hypochlorite)

Disinfectant

Shelter Disinfectant Quick Reference

Yes, dilute 1:32  
(1/2 cup per gallon)

Yes, dilute 1:32  
(1/2 cup per gallon)

Yes

No detergent activity, 
always requires 
extensive cleaning 
beforehand

24 hours

10 minutes 

Yes

Yes

Not according 
to independent 
published research

Yes

No detergent activity, 
always requires 
extensive cleaning 
beforehand

24 hours

10 minutes

Yes

Not according 
to independent 
published research

Yes, if labeled 
fungicidal against 
Trichophyton spp.

Mildly inactivated

Variable detergent 
activity, requires 
some cleaning 
beforehand

Varies

10 minutes

Yes

Yes at 1%

Yes at 2%

Slightly; less 
inactivation than 
bleach or quats

Some detergent 
activity, but cleaning 
beforehand 
recommended for 
heavily soiled surfaces 

7 days

10 minutes

No

Yes, dilute 1:32 

Yes, dilute 1:16 

Minimal

Some detergent 
activity, but cleaning 
beforehand 
recommended for 
heavily soiled surfaces

90 days

10 minutes for 1:32 
dilution 
5 minutes for 1:16 
dilution

No

Effective against 
non-enveloped 
viruses?

Effective against 
ringworm following 
effective pre-
cleaning?

Inactivated by 
organic material?

Requires cleaning 
as separate step?

Stability when 
diluted

Recommended 
contact time

Rinse required?**

* Regular household bleach is most commonly 5.25%, however always check the concentration of the bleach product you are using and prepare
dilutions accordingly; use our interactive Bleach Dilution Calculator for finding the proper bleach to water ratio for disinfecting.
** To remove any residual disinfectant, rinsing housing areas and food/water dishes is always recommended regardless of which product is used.




