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<Rescue Name> Adoption or Foster Care Application 

This questionnaire is intended to gather information in order to determine if a cat or dog that best fits 

your household is available for adoption or foster care. You cannot complete this application for 

another person. The right to refuse any placement, foster care or adoption for any animal is reserved. 

Refusal is within the discretion of adoption counselors. Answer the questions below for the primary 

adopter and the physical location where the animal will reside. All animals are given a minimum two-

week adjustment period with their new family before the adoption is finalized. Adoption fee is paid at 

time of placement and the contract mailed to the Rescue two weeks later. Until the contract is received 

and payment made, the animal remains the property of <Rescue Name>. 

FOSTERING: If you have never fostered a homeless pet before, you should know that it is a very 
rewarding experience, but it’s very much like adding another pet to your home – only this one is 
temporary. We ask every foster family to treat their foster pet as if it’s their own, a member of their family. 
Foster families must provide a loving home (inside the house), food, water, play, exercise and lots of 
TLC. <Rescue Name> provides routine medical care and tracks what is due and when. If an emergency 
arises, take the pet to the closest emergency vet and immediately call <Rescue Name>. When an 
adoption event is scheduled, you’ll be notified and we’ll arrange to get your pet to and from the event. 
Outside of adoption events, if an approved application is received, we’ll arrange a meet-n-greet with the 
pet and prospective adopter, based on the schedule of the prospective adopter, you and <Rescue 
Name>. Some pets adjust faster than others when entering a new environment. Their world is small and 
when it completely changes – new people, new smells, new home, new routine, new everything – it’s 
scary. Some pets adjust after only a few days. Some cats hide for weeks. Be prepared for an adjustment 
period. Be patient. Make sure the pet eats and drinks. Call <Rescue Name> if you are concerned or 
unsure what to do to help. Fostering a pet saves a life. Thank you for that gift. 

 

This application is for: [ ] Adoption [ ] Foster Care [ ] Dog / Puppy [ ] Cat / Kitten 

Name of pet you are applying for: 

If you are not sure, please describe the type of pet you are looking to adopt of foster: 

 

 

Name of primary adopter: 

Full address: 

City: State: Zip code: 

Email: 

Home number: Cell number: 

Work number: Other: 

1. How many adults live in your home? 

Please list full names and birthdates of all adults in your home: 
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2. How many children live in your home? 

What are their ages? 

 

3. How many pets do you own at this time? 

Please list name, species, breed, sex, spayed/neutered, age and if they are up-to-date on vaccines for 

all pets currently living in the household: 

 

4. For cat owners, does your current cat(s) go outside? 

If so, please explain: 

5. For dog owners, has your dog been exposed to cats? 

If so, please explain: 

6. Do you own or rent your home? 

If you rent, you will need to provide a copy of your lease agreement, including pet addendum. 

7. What type of home? 

[ ] House [ ] Condo [ ] Apartment [ ] Mobile Home [ ] Other: 

8. Are all the adults in your household aware and in agreement about adopting/fostering this pet? 

9. Does anyone in your household have allergies to pets? 

10. What do you do for a living? 

Pet’s Home: 

11. Where will this pet live? Inside, outside or both? 

Please explain: 

12. Where will this pet sleep? 

13. How long will this pet be home along on average each day? 

14. What will you do with this pet while you are not home? 

15. What will you do with this pet when you go on vacation? 

16. What will you do with this pet if you have to move? 

17. Rescue animals need time to adjust to a new home and new people. Are you willing to give this 

pet adequate time to settle in to ensure proper adjustment – at least 3-4 weeks in some cases? 
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For Cat Applicants: 

18. Will this cat ever go outside? 

If so, please explain: 

 

19. How will you handle destructive behavior such as scratching? 

 

For Dog Applicants: 

20. Do you have a fenced yard? 

If yes please describe the fence: 

21. How will you take this dog outside? 

22. How will you provide this dog exercise? 

23. How would you handle destructive behavior? 

24. If needed, how would you handle potty training? 

25. For Adopters: Obedience training is a bonding experience for the dog. Would you be willing to take this 

do to obedience training? 

Pet History: 

26. How many pets have you owned in the last 10 years? 

Please list name, species, breed, sex, spayed/neutered, age, if up-to-date on vaccines and where are 

they now: 

27. For Adopters: If you have not owned a pet as an adult, have you considered the financial expenses? 

28. For Adopters: Does your household budget allow you to provide regular veterinary and other care for this

  adopted pet, including pet food, supplies, toys, and medical care such as annual vaccines, testing, 

diagnosis, and treatment of any illness? 

29. For Adopters: Do you agree to have necessary/regular check-ups and vaccinations administered by a 

reputable vet? 
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30. Please provide the name, address, and phone number of your current veterinarian. If you don’t have a 

current vet, please list previous veterinarian information. 

Name: Phone: 

Full Address: 

City: State: Zip Code: 

 

31. Please provide full names for all the people the vet records could be under: 

32. What is your opinion on spaying and neutering? 

33. What is your opinion on declawing cats? 

34. What is your opinion on debarking dogs? 

Reason for adopting or fostering: 

34. What is your reason for adopting or fostering? Check all that apply: 

[ ] A family pet / companion 

[ ] A gift for someone else 

[ ] A playmate / companion for other pet(s) 

[ ] For the purpose of breeding 

[ ] Barn cat / Guard dog 

[ ] Outside cat / dog 

[ ] Office or classroom pet 

[ ] Other 

35. Who will be responsible for this pet’s day-to-day care? 

36. Please list why, for any reason, would you consider returning this pet? 

[ ] Allergies to pet by anyone in household 

[ ] Moving to a new home 

[ ] Pregnancy / baby's arrival 

[ ] Behavior issue with pet 

[ ] Medical issue with pet 

[ ] Divorce / current relationship break up [ 

] Medical issue with family member 

[ ] Death in the family 

[ ] Cat stops using litterbox, requiring vet appointment 

[ ] Dog starts house soiling, requiring vet appointment 

[ ] Other: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

37. Why have you chosen to adopt or foster from a rescue? 

38. May a volunteer visit your home to check on the pet? 
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My signature and/or submission of this questionnaire verifies that all statements given here are complete, 
accurate and true and that I have answered thoroughly and honestly. I have not misconstrued, omitted or 
answered deceitfully in any way. I also giv e consent for adoption counselors to contact landlords, 
associations and veterinarians, and to visit my home in the future for a home check. I further certify that I 
am financially and physically able to care for this animal. I understand that proper food and veterinarian 
care can be costly and I am able to meet these obligations. I understand that home checks may be made 
on a random basis prior to or following adoption. If any information contained in this application is found to 
be false, I understand the pet will be removed from my premises without a refund of monies paid. 
 

Signature: Date: 


