
The HSUS 

Stop 

Puppy 

Mills
Campaign



ÅEstablished in 1954

ÅLogo of 19 animals

ÅGoal: A more humane and 

sustainable world for all 

animals

ÅOver 11 million members & 

supporters in U.S., 370,000 in 

Michigan

ÅRescue animals in distress & 

address the root causes of 

animal cruelty



Animal Shelter Support

ÅTraining/professional 

standards

ÅAnimal Sheltering magazine 

and AnimalSheltering.org

ÅAnimal Care Expo (the largest 

international education 

conference in the fields of animal 

care, control, rescue, and 

emergency services)

ÅShelter Partners program

ÅDirect grants and assistance



HSUS Animal Cruelty, Rescue and Response Team

ΧŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƭŀǿ ŜƴŦƻǊŎŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǎǘƻǇ 
animal fighting and cruelty.

Working with Homeland Security 
ϧ C9a! ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ŘƛǎŀǎǘŜǊǎΧ



HSUS Vet Services and 
Vet School Partnerships

ÅHumane Society Veterinary 

Medical Association (HSVMA)

ÅProvides free care for rural & 

poor communities

ÅFund spay/neuter programs at 

vet schools

o Louisiana State University

o Mississippi State 

University



HSUS Sanctuaries & Wildlife Rehab Centers

HSUS Animal Care 
Centers





Public education and outreach



Petland Investigation: November, 2008

Å 140 stores selling tens of thousands of puppies 

each year

Å Visited stores, breeders & brokers, records search:

ü Many from huge Midwest commercial 

breeders

ü Puppies living in filthy, barren cages reeking of 

urine, inadequate care/socialization

ü Many supplied by brokers, from puppy mills

ü Some puppies ordered using auction website 

ñthe Pet Board of Tradeò

ü More than 60% inspection reports = serious 

violations including dirty, unkempt enclosures; 

inadequate shelter from the cold; dogs kept in 

too-small cages; inadequate veterinary care

ü Some found with sick or dead dogs in cages



Petland Follow-up Investigation, 2009

Å Transport records of 15,000+ puppies shipped to 126 stores

Å The Hunte Corp., Mid-American Pet Broker Inc., Tracy's K & J Pets

Å AWA violations: 

o improper veterinary oversight

o cramped cages

o unsafe animal transport vehicles

Å Several purchasing from unlicensed sources

Å 100+ individual breeders, almost ½ cited for AWA violations:

o puppies caged outside in freezing weather

o sick or injured dogs not seen by a vet

o puppies caged on wire flooring , legs falling through spaces

o inadequate sanitation

o rusty cages in disrepair

o severely matted or underweight dogs

o improper medications on hand 

o outdoor runs without adequate shelter from weather



The 

Puppy-Friendly 

Pet Store 

Campaign



The Wilde Puppy Mill Task Force 

www.animalsheltering.org/pmtf
Å Works with law enforcement, animal shelters, 

and other agencies to investigate puppy mills, 

develop cases, and execute raids/rescues on 

puppy mill operations

Å Expert guidance to local, state, and federal 

agencies in the prosecution of animal abusers 

in relation to the operation of puppy mills

Do you think there might be a 

puppy mill in your community? 

Let us know! 

Call 1-877-MILL-TIP



Federal legislation


